Sci‑Fi Adventure

The Flight of the Capricorn

The Chase .1.

As the larce vessel exited the star base hanger the crew repared to fight and armed the master computer"s"weapyns. he crew of six members could barely maintain the Capricorn

• massive two kilamter vessel. The crewmembers consisted a~

• Captain, a Pilot, a Medic, a Com‑navinator, an air‑space battle tech, and a liquid​soace battle tech. The crew overall was a motley assortment.

The Captain was John Steiner, he was, as his name suggests a conventional "by‑the​book" captain. He disliked his ob Aecause he would rather be home teachin; a team of cadds battle tactics or something. Jahn hated chose who called him "John" most of all, an many of his crew did this frequently. Captain Steiner was an average fellow, and the only reason he runs the Capricorn is because the previous officer Cris Derekson was killed in action The Captain could do any of the jobs on board the vessel exc;.t one, and he knew he was toB old to learn, after all he is twentv‑nine.

The Pilot ACE Launder was an expert large vessel driver, he could turn a seventy‑ton 10mlO on a laser"dal imprint an the road. He claimed to be the best. and he had to deal with the ones who thought they could out drive him. His special ability was even enhanced by a device built at the star, base now his reactions could be measured only in nanolsecond5, His four weaknesses are women4 drugs.and fast vehicles, but those have never stopped anyone. Hii fourth weakness is his desire to s'ameday pilot the Armeneus V. which is next to impossible to pilot because the vessel takel three well​trained professionals to gilat i&

The Medic is Sue Petra, im is an expert phvsician~ except that she always gives incompetant mental adlice. Sue loves the Captain, but 9he dares not sav anjhing for fear of ridicule by the other members. Sue is nit a all beautiful and the ridicule would be directed toward her love. The MY: does very little while in battle, but when the battle is over she works her behind off.

The Com‑navigator is Stan Freund, a friendly chap.who

might as well come from an eighteenth0century British '

setting. "Stan the Man." as his comrades call him, is such an

adorable centleman. He never says much

but when he does it

is in one's best interest to listen

her all who wouldAIt

listen to someone with an 10 of ales tawa‑Vity.

Roger Freeman is the air‑space battle tich. He works

along with the Capricorn's computers to fight the evils that

haunt his Galam,or maybe to fight the go8ds ? Who knows ?

Roger has an at

ude about everything; e doesn't get paid

enough; he doesn't even net to Anht enough. and he doesn't

net hit qirl in the end,‑Roger isthe ‑ec6nd in command

and

Me will Probably 


Is


,,,never net his own ship. unless he stea

one. He likes


other‑battle tech. who thinks of him as a

friend. Roqer is a superb fighter; he could shoot a fly off

of a meteoF at two IQht‑VQars distance away, if nesceisary.

He uses his ex ert skills to protect the ship when his

counterpart often fails to do so. He is estimated to work

faster than the computer's guidance and firing systems,

because he shoots first and‑asks questions later. Lieutenant

Freeman hates the Beings,because they had destroyed his home

world of Cicantropous three years after he was in the

academy. He is now eighteen and almost ready for a pension,

because he has been an so man, suicide missions.

The liquid‑space battle nech is Nicole Starbiter.the meanes"Mirl you ever DON'T want to meet. Although she is only si eon she can kick some butt in liquid space. when most battle techs only fear liquid space. Nicole Was arrested over twenty times bef6re she was forced into the academy at thirteen. She has a crush an another person whom she leaves at home very often to no on her crusades against evil? or qaod? Nicole is a ver9 attractive younq ladv except for the Beformitv on the left bide of her fa'co NOY SNAZpace exposure! The scar is a blue damar‑sized circle that make‑up can not even cover. She is teased as to being ,,A blue‑humanoid, and she often hurts those that do the teasing,

The crew knew that the mission was dangerous but that was their job. Once they exit.ed the perimeter of the star


base the Captain immediately ordered ACE to submerge into liquid‑space. The vessel cracked into a blur of liaht as it seemingly disampeared under space itself. As the Capricorn entered the saggy world of unknown plasma, Nicole readied her weapons..

The concept of liquid‑space is a hard one to explain but it is like traveling through other planes of emistanc; at a much higher rate of speed. Speed is not the only advantage,, defense is also a priority. The difference in the'planes allows ships to use less energy and to absorb more. A nova bomb could not even work in the material of liquid‑s ace, so there is no threat o+ instant destruction. Also, a skip can use liquid‑space to fight off ships that only tPavel in air‑s ace. Liquid‑space revolutionizes space travel,but it does Rave its disadvantages.

The Capricorn was on a mission to destroy or creatly harm a group of Kramites on the Jagor. The crew h5d met'uf.:) with thirteen Kramites in a cantina on the star base, but before authorities could come they escaped. The Kramites, for starters, teased Nicole and grabbed her by her personal possessions. She pulled out a mill launcher and fried the sucker with about three hundred firepills. The other Kramites wrestled her to the ground and tried to rape her, except that she is so wild that she threw all twelve of them'o++. The chickens ran +or the hatch, which she literally burned away seconds later with the Vr6pills. The crew immediately chased the Kramites and would have caught them, except for the +act that the Jagor was about only one‑hundred meters, and it took: off in a hurry. It took the Capricorn one and a half hours to get out of the hanger, and that is quick for a two kilometer, ship.

Scanning 2

The Com‑navigator was search ng his monitors fiendishly to find the Kramites' ship The Namites travel in W‑space., so Stan scanned for atomic as well as ionic, propulsion drive residue. "Look here! he said.as he pointed to the monitor. "Riaht here, heading for the Zentrad Galaxy.''

Nicole has busy looking‑for any possible sign of danger while they were in linuid‑space. because this was her job. The Captain wantin; t6aet the Rramites. headed for th& large monitor. "Yes, tha Im Ps like them. Could you run an ultra‑infro scan to see how many we are gping to kill?''

"Wait a second, now there ire two s ins. Some kind of rendevous," Stan said nervously," It's eitEer two ships or a reflection of the first.''

The captain Vipped a switch, and the main screen showed the two ships. "You're right; it'& two ships; they might double team us.''

''Not t,.c, worry," said Roger,"I could destroy those ships with my middle finger ".


shoutid ACE, "that looks to me like titanium

hydroelectraidt it would'take at least two fingers," 

and

ACE let out wi h a giggle. The whole crew laughed except

Nicole .

Nicole shouted,SWould you quit screwing around; I've picked something up.

"Who gives a rip, Nicole, we know you can handle it, said ACE. "

"Would you be quiet and look at the air‑space video imager at points 45 throuah 390.11

SHOW ....,that thin5 looks like a BSDJ cried Ace.


Wait one mgment

Ry am I not picking it up on my


telemitry scope? sai; Slan.

"Well maybe its not there," shouted Roger sarcautivall,

It S t ere. I iust picked it up on my master grid airmace detector." gaid Captain Steiner calmly.

Well we sure are luckX, b1cause that thing shouldn't be able to enter liquid‑space.

SAre you sure Nicole ?" asked Roqer,

!No, but I am praying it can't. ‑You never know what the Frogghes come up with."

Well we can out run them can't we ACE?" asked Roger.

"Heck if I know; a Being Star Destroyer can kick some butt.''


"The star destroyer is kespin

air‑space; we. should be losi


W up with us, and it is in

in linuid ‑ space or not 7'
ng it,

cried Stan," Nicole is it

it's not, darn it, otherwise I would have let loose on


it," yelled Nicole.

Calm down children," said John, "I think we should just do our best to get to the Zentrad Galaxy as we planned.''

"Okay, I'm goinq to hit maximum capacity., if they try it they will'bae pAnty‑of Kabrium Deposits."

As the ship roars through the liquid‑space it gradually

loses the large destroyer. The crewmambars qive a a: . Lgh of

relief as theg"move out of sight of the darR object in space.

"We are almost under the Jmgor," shouts Stan, "We have to cut power.''

"Ouit whining. I'm going to take us right under their belly and scare the urine‑out of 'am . screaKed ACE.

, No!" shouted the Captain, that is too risky.''

"Yes. You don't know what And of piss they have, it could destroy the ship," said Roger sarsasticaily.

"Damn !I I never have any fun piloting this piece o~ g IR ~. a ‑ " 11

Ila Capricorn pulls close by the two Kramita vessels, but the Capricorn remains in liquid‑space. Roger Freeman moves towards his battle tech unit,to prepare for combat.

"Exit liguid‑space sl9wly ACEJ ordered the captain.

"Okay, it you may so.

" Stan, send a messaqe for them to surrender, and Roger

ZYOL at ready to open fiFe," ordered the captaih. "Capricorn calling the Jagor ... come in .... come in,'' oltan.

"We're in air‑space," shouts ACK

"Well hell, deck cunt armed ... ..Fire!," says Roger.

Blasts of inerqv light the sky, and move toward the Jagor. The Jagor shikes ind bobblei~ but thats all. Unknown to the crew, 6ecause,they are too busy watchinq the lightshow, the Jagor a twin moves away silent1q.

" Stan, give me a bio‑readout of heir ship," said the Captain.

" Yes, there is no one on board except a Nova bomb. Cease fire !Roger!!!"

At the same time ... Roger had said," Shock cannons armed .... Fire! "

A wave of energy exited the Capricorn,and the Jagor explodes in a blind.ina fury of a star goinq Nova. The Capricorn oddly hurdl6d backwards into'tho‑derths of liquid‑space at the shock wye begins to hit hem.

Moments later in liquid space... "How did you do that ACE ?" asked Sue.

"It was nothing. I was just looking out for myself and my friends.''

"I will recommend you for the Armeneus fivo.ACE, because thal was magnificant precognition an your part," replied the captaln.

I said it was nothing. Come on let's get that little bugger.''

The Capricorn moves cautiously through the liquid‑space in search of the twin ship.

Jagor'a. Twin 3

"Stan, I want a scan for the twin ship," said John Stan. as air, Captain Steiner, running a scan, " replied

Nicole scan to see if there are any dangers ahead of US.", gommanded the captain.

Nicole flips some levers and pushes a few buttons and said, "NothiQg yet, but once we are in the Zentrad galaxy there are a tew ships waitina for us."

~Oh. No. I'm not drivilig into some ambush.''

It can't be an ambush," said the captain," We don't have any known enemies in that galamy.11

"We don't have any allies there either," replied Roger.

"Stan, can you scan those ships for us.''

"Yan'they seem to be giant Patrol ships, I mean Giant! Each ship must be over a huKdred kilometIrs long. They are large,cylinders with plenty of armament.

You have to be reading meters instead of kilometers Stan, 1 said ACE.

'Hock No! I know what I'm doing. Is there a planet of giants around here ?" cried Stan.

"Calm down; it may be a malfunction," said the captain.

"No malfunction from here. I calculated their dimensions by comparing them to the Kramites' craft.''


"Those ships of yours just eliminated the Kramite ship,'' said Nicole calmly

"Well let's CIA the hell out of hero!" yelled Roger.

::I agree," woricured ACE.

No, we must engage this powerful force They may prove to be allies against t e Beings, " said the Saptain. Roger "Or they may be Beings. Have you thought of that?" said

Would someone make the decision and fast, because they are coming over for a chat," said Nicole,

"Okay, arm the Gravitron. We will fly over and tall‑, with them!''

"You can count me out. Look what they did to the Kramites' ship, and it is larger than the Gravitron," said Roqer.

" Alright, Sue and ACE will go," commanded the Captain.


"I hope

don't take this as insubordination, but I'm

riot leaving T12i"Capricorn,"

aid ACE Shyly.

"Come on, you guys, this is a specid. mission," said the captain.

"I will go with you., John, if you drive," said Sue. 11 1‑ ic.1 ACE.

1‑1,

Sa

"Right, you go," said Nicole,

"Rukep that Way I can come to your rescue," said ACE.

"Oh, riqht, and leave this ship to you three?" replied the captain."

"I resent that," said Stan,"I would watch so they don't mess up.''

''Sure. ()nd what if Roger gives you an order?" asked the captain.

"I will use my own judgment," said Stan,,.An way you are the one so interested in"going to meet these ianys."

"Okay~ you win. Sue and I will go," The Captain and Sue walk to the han er of the Capricorn,and prepare the Gravitron, The captain takes out a com‑unit and calls ACE.,

"I want you to take us out of liquid‑space for sixty seconds to give us time to get out.''

"Whate0or you say. Just say when.''

Sue and John prepare to launch after John gives the "okay." The Capricarn.appears in air‑space for one minute and then submenges again into liquid‑space,leaving only the Gravitron in air‑space.

6ravitron 4

As the Gravitron cuts through space, the Capricorn follows it inside of liquid‑space, The Vavitron is a small jet‑like vehicle with a three‑person cockpit. The Gravitron uses the forces of gravity from nearby planets and stars Vi propel itself in the desired direction. As the Gravitron approaches the six giant cylinders, Captain Steiner broadcasts a message of peace and exploration. At first he uses the standard binary code but from the analysis of the ships he decides to switch to a form of octal coding. The Sim SAW look old and tathered, like they were in many battles or wars.

"I hope they are receiving us and understand our mission of peace," said John.

"I hope so too,because we could become stardust in seconds."

"A] * r 1gVt9a message is coming through."

said John.

"'Noreetings zentrad we are, ind a peaceful mission are we on also. This'il the first time that we emplore another galaxy are. We to You welcome aboard., but seems it might that you are much smaller than we.'

"So we were right about them being.giants,",said Sue,


"Yes,, but it d6esn't mean anything

I wi 1
end a

reply."

The Captain fiddles with the control panel and sends a messa 9 e.


We will you allow to board

talk to people of us.

Move to points of your computer 1610hrough :38

Sue. "I wonder how they knew our coordinate system?," asked

"It doesn't matter; does it?" said the Captain. do." "I guess not. I will tell ACE what we are about to


"Okay. and I will drive this thing where they told me

to.. 



"Capricorn, this is Gravitron four, do you copy ?" said


Sue into a microyhone.

~Yes,

what 0 ou need?" asked Stan.

We are about to go into one of those vessels.''

ACE breaks in, Well I'm going in too.''

~No, we can't scare them, said Sue.

I will drive her in liquid‑spacel they will never know we are there " said ACE.

The Captain grabs the mic and said, " Do that and you better look for ahather ;ob.''

"Okay. do you have A section of the 'Classified' handy,'' Says Rogek sarcastically.

Th& Gravitron disappears into the side of one V the Zentrad ships~ possibly never to return. The Capricorn pulls up against the giant ship, but still in liquid‑space. On the Gravitron Stein& and Sue*feel the dwarfing feeling like tom thumb in the ancient nursery rhymes. The hatch seals,and a sort of pressurization occurs. Another inward hatch opens, and a colossal man with dark yellow skin approaches and picks.

up th in shi

Athe
ravibon measures the man to be about 200 meters tall. I hope he is taller than the average giant," said Sue.

The giant says,'WELCOME!' But the "welcome" is louder than anything the two have heard before,so they both hold their ears. The giant carries the smalfship in his "cur‑fingered palm through the hatch and down a seemingly endless corridor. The craft and crew are taken for a ride and set down on some kind of experiment table. The table is surrounded by four of those giants with yellow skin.

The giants talk.and what they say shakes the ship on the table. The two people inside are driven almost mad by the deafeninq noise of their speech. The giants notice that what they say attects the humans inside, so they whisper. but it is still comparably loud to human yelling. The giants talk to John in Various orders, but all stay with the gineral conversation.,

'We are the Zentrad. and it took us a little while to learn Your English langua e. but I think us four have masteged it. Aven with‑aly bf its exceptions to the rules.'

We art glad that we can speak in a common language, but let's talk business " said the Captain.

"We want to kn;w all about your giant race." said Sue.

'We know about your race and what you do, so lets skiP your race's history and tell us of your immediate plans and goals.'

"We were going after the Kramites who violated a galactic law o6 ouF star base. We were going to bring them to justice.''

, We respect your justice, but our actions were not out 0+ violence to ob sc ure Your justicaq but an experiment on this nalaxy's inhabitants.' '

We don't care about what you did to the Kramites, in fact they deserved it. We are interested in forming an alliance with your civilization, so that we might b6 able to destroy the Beings, a race of evil fascist creAtures.‑I


'These Beinas you talk about are much like you, but you

say tyat you want to destroy them 

Why?'

The Beings have no bmilef V the preservation of peace and jystice."

Maybe their justice is a different form of yours, but that is no real reason to fight them.'

"Yes.~ but there justice affects the way we govern our races."

'It sounds to me like a conflict in interests.'

"We have +armed an alliance of planets and races to fight agoinst the dominant Being culture, and all we need to kn8w is if you would like to join,,,

J Sure. I guess we can as long as there are no hidden strings attached.'

"No sirings except that your race must prove an advantage to o6r side."

'Mad us to a Being culture, and we shall destroy it for

YOU.', Well that's about all the proof I would need, and there was %Being star destra Qr not far from here~''

We will destroy it for you.'

"Good, just bring my ship back to the hatch, and you can follow us." "

'Sorry.
We can not allow you to leave.' As a giant says that, two giant fingers tear apart the Gravitron's cockpit.

Sue and John"are taPen into the palm of the giant and placed


in a sticky pan that glues them to it. John feverishly starts taking off his clothes in a desperate chance to get free, and Sue does the same. A loud buzz is heard by the tio as th6y make their way toward the distant wall surrounding the adhesive. Sue gets hit by a vibratinq blade,,and as she screams blood‑gushes from her little body. Run! Save yourselfl. she yelled.

Paptain John Vips a switch on a tiny device, but all he

Qetz is feedback on his cam‑unit. He makes it to the edge of

the pan where a 10 meter high steel wall surrounds the paste..

John quickly moves to a corner and watches as the giants

dissect Sue before his eves. John kneels in the corner and

starts to cry,

when he helars a loud explosion. A liaht

membrane of.willow skin falls meters from his personj along

with the re

of a qiant hand in the middle of the adhesive

dish. A person the‑size of John,quickly Vies with a I eL

ack toward him; it is Nicole.

e grabs him in a special

Eold and proceeds to fly back to the Capricorn. The

Capricorn is blasting away with the deck guns and shock

cannon at the Zentray giants. The Giants were falling to

pieces as John and Nicole get on board the Cauricorn. Nicole

leaves the Captain in a hurry to get to her station., and, as

she is leaving, the CaEtain yells: "Thanks."

Nicole dashes to er consolej and arms the computer. Then Nicole says, "Let's hit it."

ACE responds by diving intp the liquid‑space. From the liquid‑space Nicoln'starts opening up on the Wntrad ship from the inside out. After about'one hour of devastating the ship the Capricorn glides out a+ it. Moments later the Ship explodes giving the crew a good feeling

The other five ships move in an unorderly fashion back to their home galaxy, leaving the charred remains of the lead ship,

The Battle 5

The Capricorn is manuvered by ACE to where it is just behind one of the Zentrad ships, but still in liquid‑space. Nicole sends a wave of liquid‑space weapons at it.

Nicole says, "Fire convex lasers!" An arc a+ strange beams comes from liquid‑space to the ship in air‑space. The very fiber of the Zentrad ship is distorted, and depressurization is clearly noticable. The'Zentrad ship is slowly eyanding to equalize the pressure of space.

Nico e ‑then said, " Its. up to you R,omr.11

Roger said, "Thanks, now come on, ACE, let's hit a, ‑ . .. .1

"he Capricorn moves into pir‑ppace within seconds and Roger commanded, "Fire armor piercin missles.''

.
As many missles eject from the Fapricorn the Zentrad ship opens up on the Capricorn. The missles hieet their destination, and a loud crackle is heard throughout the Capricorn as the Zentrad weapons hit. Some o+‑the lasers touch the Capricorn's hull,but minimum damace is substained. The Zentrad ship explodes in a blinding furg, and the Capricorn proceeds to another Zentrad ship.

The second Zentrad ship immediately opens fire an the Capricorn, but the lasers are diluted as Roger fires the shock cannon. The Zentrad ship explodes, o6ly to be remembered by its counterparts,

In the Kricorn Roger works feverishly.onudestroying the remaininq hree ships. The ships are tw h ndred tim&s larger than the Capricorn, but their weapons are much less effective. The Capricorn wipes out two more with no trouble, but the third retreated to a distant moon.

Captain Steiner moves to the bridge and asked, "How are we doing Stan ?"

"Ketty good sir. We have sustained only about two percent damage to the exterior and zero to the interior,'' answered Stan.

"Okav~ lets hit the last one from liquid‑;pace, they won't know'what hit them," commanded the captain.

"Okay John !" savs CE, "I will drive right through them,,and Nicole can let them have it.'' Go for it!" yelled Nicole.

The Capricorn moves into liquid‑space and travels ovel​to and throuqh,the larqer Zentard ship. Nicole said, "Drop depth chargei. Large‑canisters are dropped out of the Capricorn.‑and huge Kplosions in liquid‑space occur. The depth charges spew liquid‑space into air‑space, and this destroys the Zentrad ship in seconds. The Zentrad remains


streak into the small moon and cause a blinding explosion.

"Well0tan, what is our projected damage, " asked the captain.

"We have 3% hull damage, and the damaoe is increasing, because we are in liquid‑,ce," said Stanley.

"ACE, pull us cut of iquid‑space and find a nearby place whePe we can get repaired," said Steiner.

"Well we could land on that moon, if we had any engineers," said Rager,,Atbut your budget is screwed.


"Alright, do you w

me
a
fire you and hire ten people


in Your plAcei" cracked Stein



" 'm

sarcasim and curt remarks. , er, I 
4ed up with your

"Come on, lets land at beta rim four, and we can hire some cheap labor.''

''You would like me to listen to you, wouldn't you?" said the captain.

"Well you already lost Sue. and you might not be here if I didn't give the order to invade when your cam‑unit was jammed," said Roger.

"Report to my office on the double Roger," said the captain.

"Right. and who will watch air‑space? Stan?" replied Rager,insubbrdinately.

Put it in on automatic and that is an order.''

"Automatic my ass; the Aattle computer is trash and you know it." said Rober. "besides I don't want to die wken I could have done s8mething about it.''

"Put it on auto now," said John as he pulled out a blaster.

"Well well. if it has to come to this, I will report in a few minutes " said Roger calmly.

"Good," ind the captain stormed off the bridge.

The Plan 6

The other arewmembers looked on in disbelief as Roger switched the battle‑tech comater to automatic and left the bridge. Roger walked down t e ship's corridors to get to the office and,‑on his wak kicked the trash, and equipient in the cluttVad halls " ight before he got'to the office he unched a red alert lig t, luckily for him it was off. As Roger came to the door it opened as it should, Roger stepped in looking lum.

The Mice was neat, from the way Sue would do things, for John but now it was'changed, and John was sitting in his desk looking at a space monitor.'Rogyr seated himself and turned to look at. John; John was crying. Sue?'' "What's the matter, John?" asked Roger, "Do you mi ' ss

Yes, and I am glad you saved me, but I Wish I had gotteA the scapel."

" No You don't. Think of all the pain Sue would have to i n d u r e. 11

"You're smart, but you don't know anything about life, you haven't experienced it.''

Nir

if I may say so, I have experienced life. Wh 
I

love NicoTe, and she just thinks of me as a qood friond.y1he

has a lover an Plantis nine and she always talks about him

to me. It cracks me UL insiAe, because I ove her so.''

"Well tell her t tj said John.

"I have sir and she doesn't say anything; I tried to leave her alone And look foT others"cloclove, BUt it doesn't

work that way " 11

"Well a least you can admire her from afar, while I can't.''

"It is not the admire part, I want to become part of​her, and she a+ me.''

"Thatns hard to do; it's been hard since the beginning a+ man.''

"Well let's not talk about thisE we have another problem on our hands. cealing with the hull.

"Okay hot shot, what do you suggest."

"First of all, we must get to beta rim four to got repaired cheap! Thin we must hire a few more crewmembyrs ‑ a computer scientist; a bia‑mechanical techp a cq‑pilot~ so ACE Can get a rest.z and a engineer, just in case something happens to the'enqines."


"That's qood​

them, steal A?

but where do we get the money to hire

No, we can look for one of the legendary gold planets, or other precious metal planets in the Zentrad galaxy.,, 


"That sounds cood. but doinq it is different.''

"We could buy a mining ship.‑from the Malans with a combined salary of the ship."

"Well do you knal where we can do all of this?" asked the captain.


" I told

Beta Rim Four. and we can also have rest and

recreation angonuon‑synthesized food for a change.''

" Okay, lots get to the bridge and tell them where we are going ' ,

The Decision 7

The captain and his second officer walked out of the office. friends again. The captain walked in front of Roger and lpighed as he saw the equipment that was broken from Roger s kicks. He turned and smiled, then the captain said,"I used to do that when I was ahqrv.''

When they entered the bridge. all lboads turned their wav. Stan tood up from the caltdin's seat and said, "We are glid Nou IT are , friends again.

So are we, said Roger.

"Well where are we going Captain," asked ACE, who was getting impatient not driving.

..Set a course to... 11

"Beta Rim Four," interupted Roger.

::No,4 wh, did
that ?" said John.

I can't t~reat6oulddohabits," '

laughed Roger.

"Well try too," said the ca p tain understandingly. ACE. " Broadso Booze, and Backgammon here we come,"_yelled

The ship kicked as ACE turned on the hyper‑dine drives, and the ship moved steadily away from the Zentrad qalaxy. hear. "We will return," said Roger, just so the captain could

. Yes, we shall " said the captain.

Beta Rim Four &as not far from the Zentrad galaxy, but it took a few weeks to get there. As the ship sl6wed down, Stan called the landing strip as to ask far ermission to' land. The landing strip officials cleared A stri enough for the large Ca ricorn to land, As ACE maneuvered Phe ship to the ground No crew gathered equipment to have fun for a few days. Affe q the ship landed the captain met all of the crew in his o+fice~

"Ok‑avP we will meet back here at six o'clock each day until.repairs are completed.''

Who will go with you to hire the workers and new crewmembers?" asked ACE.

"I think I can handle it. You all just have some fun and stay out of trouble," said the captain, almost like a father.

The crew, except the captain, made a mad dash down the halls to set fact an solid ground; for a change.

ACE was the first to get outi and, after he took in a breath of the eiahtv perce6t oxygen atmosphere, he went into the ship hanger to 6et his internal combustion'car. His car was a twenty‑first Pentury dune buggy with a compressed exhaust. He pPactiMlly flew out 51 the hanger. because he forgot to let down the exit ramp His buggy kicked into sixth. and he went riding away A about three hundred miles per hbur,

Stan took a short walk to the nearest store and started to look around; he remembered hearing Royer tell the others not to spend too much +or something special, so he just looked around.


Roger and Nicole cot into a small flit car and whirred

awav;t


Roger thought Nicole looked wonderful, even though she

w8sk


as fully developed as she should be in a few years.

He was thinking about what he and the captain had taikecl

aboutand a tear trickled down his eye.

hn know what he had to do~ so he talked to the Kinnara officials who were telepaths. They also had the power to give a teiekinetic push to someone, instead of using their Vists. The Kinnara could work like a human and add another hand, which could hold things that were hot or freezing. John spoke telepathically t8 the lead Kinnara about repairs to his ship, and the Kinnara told him it would cost at least four mobile‑deck guns. John knew that somehow the Kinnara had found out that the Capricorn had eight of those weapons on board, not being used. He agreed and told thel‑Rinnara that he could get the guns after the job was half‑through.

ACE drove down the silent streets of the Kinnara city


looking for a tavern. The Kinnara had no use +or land vehicl&s~ so the streets were very easy +or him to maneuver throuqh. He pulled up to a place called "The Last Bar," so he weit in. The bar ad many Kinnara~ but it also had a few humans in it. He knew some humans would be here, because he had seen a squad a+ star hound fiohter~', at the landinq strip.

A sat at a table in the c enter 61 the room just two ‑ tables behind the stage. He looked around to see if he knew anvone.or would like to meet anyone, but he didn't. The walter'brouaht ACE a large galactic whirl, which was equivalent to a buFbon and scotch drink. The act on stage was a strip tease: a Kinnara woman was dancing around, mentally taking off her clothinq. It was a mysterious thing, but it added something to her behauty. All of a sudden she reached out with her hands, and he could feel her talling,him to po to the back stage after her act. He thoucht of saying no but shook his h

ead to agree with her suggestion.


After the act he was compelled to see‑this Kinnara who

he had just seen in

the nude. He cauph I a
of her

anterin


dressing
room. He walked oward2lilpsend he

realize2 tahat there

wasn't even anyone to try to star him.

As he walked behind

the staae, he mentally pictured
ier

luxurious body.


He thought that the onIx difference between

her and a human was

her enlarged head. W en he arrived at

the door, she was sitting on a chair looking into a mirror.,

She smiled and said

'HI. in a telepathic way


ACE responded by asking her if she wantel a drink.
She

answerei in the same way that he had earlier in their

meeting.
He escorted her back to the tavern, and they sat at

the bar. He ordered drinks and looked at her and said,

''Cheers!" She giggled and said in her telepathic voice,

'do

you want me W
He looked at her with intense interest is she

raised her bright yellow skirt above her waist. Her hair

could

be seen as his.eyes grew larger with surrrise, she was

veriplaightforward
She lashed out and grab ed tie hardend

spa

of him just above his leg.
She held him and told him

tele atlicalIV to come with her.

They both got up, and she remained holding him. They walked to the bAck. and as they were walking to her room ia tall human blonde burposel bumped into the Kinnara stripper, because she admired ACE's rooks. The Kinnara however, didn't even let go of ACE, but she gave the female a telekinetic push against the wall. The human female lunged +or the Kinnara and slammed her into the opposite wall. ACE was released, and he stepped in between the two women and said, "Come bn, quit fig ting, and let's all go have a good time.''

The human woman looked over ACE and said, "Sure, but do we have to take this slut along ''

"Yes." said ACE& she +ouni me first.,,

"You are a dumb man. You know what she will do?" said the human woman, "She will do it telekineticall‑ "

"So we can'have physical and mental sex: Cnever had it both at the same time."

"Oka , as Ion as I get the physical," said the woman.

All Three wen? to the Kinnara's room to return hours.; later.

At the same time Roger and Nicole were having fun stopping but not buyin anything. The two looked in the Kinnara museum and wen to see a free movie that made little sense to them, because it was transmitted by video and telepathy to We audience, and they could not appreciate the telepathy as much as they would have enjoyed audio.

Rouer and Nicole talked about lave and other interesting topics.. but nothing they said made much difference in their‑

eelings. ‑towards e5ch other,

Stan. after walking for many hours, rented a hotel room, ate dinneP, and went to‑sleep.

The Recruits 8

John went into the human Beta rim four station. In the station John met a large husky man sittinq behind an old tathered desk. The man introduced himsel+‑when John walked in't", ello Mac, my naW is Franco. Can I 'elp ya' with any ing


John said,01, my name is Captain Steiner of the Capricorn, and I 
am looking for the human recruiting officer.


The man stood up with a shocked look on his face and said, "'’ey buddy, ya’ lookin' at 'im,"

John immediately said, "Oh! T'm sorry; T thought you were a worker.''

The man, knowing no better, said,"Okay, I accept your apolo y, I guess.''

Re Captain then started an to business and said, V need some recruits for the Capricorn I need a computer scientist, a bio‑mechanical tech. a co‑pilot, and an enginISQUO,you know where; any can be found'?"

Ye " aid the officer while getting some documents from his desk, "Ya" can look through dese‑to see what ya' like.''

John

gat down on a dirty chair and began to look over

the files

that the officer gave him. He knew not to look at

the names. because he might build up a bias opinion to each

name. He

found the four files that best suited his needs and

asked the

officer " Where can Shawn Perk, Lysa Moss, Trever

Kois, and

Darron baive be found?''

. "Well. the addresses are in the files ; why don't ya' write vem down. 11

, Okay. thanks," said John, as he took a pen and wrote the names and addresses down.

John spent about six hours tracking down his recruits, but he only found three; he was still missing the co_pilot~' Lysa Moss. The other Uree agreed to work for a t ercentage of the treasure or anything Key found in the I

t Zen rad galaxy.

John readied the ship and assigned quarters o the new recruits.


Shawn Penk the.computer scientist roomed next to the

main

computer room,in case there was an emergency. Trever

Kois roomed in the medical and bio lab, since that was his

job. Darron Glaive roomed near the engine and hanger area,

since he would be there most of his time. All three had

known Or met the others, and all three even knew Lysa

They

told John about Lysa, She is the prettiest blonde on NO Rim

Four, Put she could also do the J ob.

Nicole and Roger made their way back to the ship, and they were introducid to the new crewmembers, and the live sat down for dinner, before they went to sleep. .


ACE came in late, and he had a woman with him, a tall

blonde~ The captain Wondered how he had found the co‑pilot,

with ACE not even knowin

bout her, but ACE told a few lies

to get out of trouble. KE and Lvsa retired for the night,

and the Captain waited for Stan to' return so they could‑lift

off in the morning.


Sci‑Fi Adventure pt.2

Trouble Again 9

Stan was sleeping and dreaming of all the treasure that they may find. when he was awakene by the doorbell. Stan wondered whom it could be. so he looked at the view screen, a reluired item in mWern h6telsdo see who it was. He saw an of icial with a type of red ar r that was known to belong to the Beings. The official was escorted by two blue humanoids in storm‑armor. The official kept ringing the bell. until he got impatient. Stan saw that he orderid fhe troopePs to 61ast the door, so he lept into a closet.

The door came down with a crash, and the two troopers entered in a hurry. The official stbod in the doorway as the blue humanoids searched the room. As a blue humanoid approached the closet. Stan o ened it on him. The door contacted the humanoid. and Stan slammed into the armored person. The escort fell back, and Stan flung him around to use the injured humanoid as a shield. The second humanoid, not caring about the first opened up on him. The flames singed Stin and totally engulfed the escort. Stan picked u the escorts dropped weapon and rolled acrais the floor to th bed. Stan rolled behind the bed and checked the weapon. The trooper burned the bed to ashes in a matter of seconds, and Stan jumped uy and shot a twenty centimeter hole in the troopers ches . The green blood from the humanoid went everywhere as ‑the troSper stumbled to his knees. The humanoid fired a second shot from his flame gas guy,and this shot contacted Stan. Stan fell to the floor and ro ed an it. Stan was hurt, but he still took his time and blew the trooper's head off.


6reen blood stained the red armor of the official as he

was entering,
Stan fired the hyped u, blaster at the Being,

but the armor had an energy shield.
he shot glanced 0 ++ 0

blast a hole through a nearbv wall,
The official looked at

Stan in a odd fashion
sliqUIT.tilting his head to the side

and shaking it as if io sag, a bad. 
The Being pulled out

an a
n
I


,

gparatus that le t out a blade of high intens"talisht.

Th


neing walked over to Stan and raised‑his saber 
strike.

Stan pot up on one knee, and charged the official to tackle him! Stan knocked the Being right off of hip feet, and the saber wen" "lying through the room. The Being quickly got to his" 4eet and threw Stan about four meters across the room. Stan landed on a cabinet, that he wished was never in his room. Stan's back was almost broken and Stan peeled off the side to the floor. The Bein walked casually toward Stan and.said symethin‑ Stan cou?d not understand. Stan said, Well I m not lead yet," and he sprang up and into the 0 fficial. This time the Being didn't budge, and Stan's shoulder cracked with ain.

Stan Just floated to the floor unti

he hit it with a

thump. The Being knelt over Stan to check if he were dead,

but he wasn't. The Being proceeded to take off his mask,

when Stan crawled away like a small child in a hurr

Stan

looked at the Being and saw that its face was much 11he a

human face, and he wondered if maybe this was a dream.

Still, Stan decided to end his nightmare and crawled toward

the blaster. The offical saw this and tried to interpept

Stan, but Stan got it. Stan turned toward the advancing

Being and fired: A dark purple mist of blood poured over

Stan‑as the Being fell toward him with his arms outstreched.

Stan slid away, and fell asleep in the mess.

When Stah'awoke, he found himself where he had fallen, but the Being was missing. The two troopers were still there. but Me official was not. Puzzled, Stan got up and walked to the bathroom. He looked in the mirror and started to wash the blood off his face. Stan was wondering how long he had been knocked out. He turned to go back into'the room' and saw the official standing in the ro8m. Stan slammed the controls to shut the bathrooM door, and the official ran toward it. The door shut just before the official could get to it. Seconds later a blade of light cut through the door. The official stepped through the opening and looRed at Stan.


His face was bloody,
and a look of disgust was evident

in it. He raised his blade and Stan screamed.
The blade

sliced his left wrist, and As hand fell into the sink. 

In

shock Stan fell back into the shall‑shaped spa and sat there

with blood pouring out of his stub. Stan screamed again, a

bloody scream. as the light blade caught him in the thigh Stan took a cleansing tube and threw it at the official; but it hit the wall behind him. The Being had a grin on his face an evil grin. as he came down with the Blade. The blade struck Stan in the head and then the right shoulder. Stan's expression went away as his face turned pate.

The

eing then noticed a grin on Stan's face. Not

understanding, he raised his saber again. This time Stan was

hit with a stream of steaming dark purple blood, that shot

out of the Being's abdomen. The Being turned in horror and

stared into the face of Roger. Roger fired the large

military rifle again.

The‑'short range muffled the sound, 

and

blood covered the spa and Stan. The Being slumped over And

sat on the toilet unit

hile looking at the many holes in

his chest. The official knew he had little time, and a tear

fell from his eye as it closed.


Roger put down the gun and turned on the spa.
The heat

would warm Stan and the water would wash away the dirty

blood of him and his opponent. Stan star 10 say

something, but Roger stopped him and said, "Stan.


netting too old +or this stuff."
Roger brought Stan back to.


he shi , and Stan was taken care of by Trever, the

bio‑mechanical tech.

The Idea 10

Stan was being taken care of when Roger went to Captain Steiner's office.

."Damn, how did the Beings find us?" said Roper.

The Captain showed Roger a graph that plotted their revious coordinates through liquid‑space and a readout from Us small computer monitor‑about where. approximately, the Being Star Destroyer had traveled. The paths if overlaid were practically identical. John then Said "The Beings most have gotten some device that can trace our liquid space travels. .11".. took them a little longer, but they managed to get here.''

Roger then replied. "How did they find only Stan?''


John answered
.I guess they had some informant here,


but right now we A ve 
o worry about getting to the other

side A the planet,

that is where we will get the mining

vehicle.''

Roper and John then went to the bridge to get an update on the Star Destroyer's position.

Nicole reported, "Sir, the Beings are at the north pole of the planet, and if we try to run in any direction, they will be upon is within seconds.''

Roger and the Captain looked at each other, and John asked, "Do you have any bright ideas?''

Roger thought far a second then came up w . th an idea.

Roger said‑to ACE, "ACE, how good are you at the Layer maneuver?''

ACE thought for a second and then replied, "Well let's do it; I think it will work; its worth a try."'

Captain Steiner went to his seat and pressed a button on the intercom and told everyone to get to their stations,

The Layer Maneuver 11

The ship started up and then started to exit the atmosphere in about three minutes. It started to pick up speed just when the Star Destroyer moved down toward it. The Capricorn started into the Vacuum of space when the Star Destroyer was within firing range. The Capricorn then did a complete 180 de ree turn to face the planet and started to drop to the surface. The Star Destroyer opened fire on the point where the Capricorn would have been, but it missed since the Capricorn was in a spin descending to the Planet.

The Capricorn seemed out of control as it plummeted to the surface. The Star Destroyer fired into the atmosphere, and the mission were about to hit the Capricorn when it disappeared, The Capricorn umped into liquid space inches from the surface, The Star estrover monitored a large explosion on the barren area where the ship was and believed that the Capricorn was destroyed,

Seconds later the Capricorn landed on the side of the planet where the mining vehicles could b maneuver was successful. the Beings didn't purchased. The  realize that a large ship was on the other side of the planet that wasn'tthere before, The Beings went into space flight away from

Beta Rim Four believing that their mission was accomplished.     


The crew immediately made preparations to buy a mining vessel and to leave soon. The captain went to purchase the vessel, and then ordered Lysa to pilot it into the Capricorn.

A tricky maneuver that ACE could have handled easily was taken cake of by Lysa. but it just took a little longer, and the mining ship was wrecked against the side of the Capricorn The wreck postponed their trip for a few hours, but the crew needed the rest.

Afterwards, everyone returned to their stations, except Roger. The ship took off, and Roger went to see Stan in the infirmary

Roger went to Stan's side when Stan whispered something.

Romer asked, "What do you want, Stan? Anything? I'll got you anything you need."

Stan's inaudible whisper was, "Thank you, Roger." Stan slipped into a coma after Hat, and Roger slammed his fist into a nearby table in the room . A few tears trickled down Rogers face, he knew he was just a few seconds late. He cursed about Being late as he exited the room.

Romer returned to the doctor and told the med‑tech to do all he could for "Stan the Man." The med‑tech said that he would do all he could, and Roger thanked him.

Roger was furious, but he went to the bridge to check the Capricorn's status, When he got to the bridge, Nicole left her chair and walked toward him.

"How are you feeling. Roger?" said Nicole.

"I'm okavi I Quess. it'= ‑u‑t that I should have been there a littl6*sooAer to saVe"Slan from any harm," replied

Roger, It's not your fault Roger; anyone of us could have been the one sent to met him.''

"But I was.‑ And I found him too late," said Romer.

Nicole comforted Roger by putting her arms arou5d his neck as she hugged him. Roger cried 8n her shoulder; it had been a long time since he cried like this.

Captain Steiner told them to remain their seats, because ACE reported that they were aproachiAg an asteroid field, near tie edge of the Zentrad Galaxy.

The Wrecked Ship 12


ACE scanned the asteroid field and said that it would be

no problem cletting through
but that there was some mass of

metal Todlea within a larg; asteroid.
The Captain told Lysa

to pilot the ship near thG wrecked hull. The ship looked

like a F‑rigate‑classed human ship. The Capricorn stopped

less than a kilometer away from the Friclate, while ACE:

scanned it. Since ACE took over Stan's‑lodwhile Stan was

awayl he opened a hailing frequency
ACE reported that there

were over 60 humans and about 2 othir races still on board.

AGE then read a printout that said that the ship was hijacked about a year aqo from the Life Station. The Captain then told LVsa to ' get the Capricorn out of here quickly, but hv the time the words got out of Steiner's mouth, a. traitor ~.Vam hit them. The tractor beam iolted Lysa right out of her seat.. and the ship was being pullid closer to the rock.


ACE reacted quickly and tried to regain his pilot's

seat.

if he had been in it before. this might not have

happened. ACE was halted in his attempts A gain his seat

when a Razor Rammer. a small ramming vessel, busted into the

bridge. The Rammer broke the hull, and oxygen was rushing

out into deep space rapidly
Roger ejected‑from his Beat and

ran swi4tlv to the hatch lehing to a hallway. He barely

made it Wori the door sealed to avoid depressurizing the

whole ship. Roger ran down the halls awkwardly as thi shi

was becomino unstable due to the tractor beam,
He made Upto

his dorm. e6tered. and got some weapons,

Nicole tried to get throunh the doorway, but it sealed before she was halfwag to the Eloor. She had to hold an to a cabinet door inside the bridge to prevent herself from being sucked into space.

Captain Steiner was knocked from his command seat. but he still had time to grab a hand blaster which he had in a secret compartment in the chair,

Lysa was knocked unconcious by the fall, but luckily ACE grabbed her befoFe she floated into space.

ACE was cursing, but the rush of air took his words and threw them into deep space.,

The Pirates exited the Razor Rammer quickly in pressure suits. The pirates were armed with large grenade launchers and the quicklv tried to gather up the crew on the bridge.'


ACE was angry, but he had no way to fight without being blown into space.

Captain Steiner. who had been trained for this type of combat fired his blaster at the pirates. The pirates pressuh suits opened easily and two pirates wern quickh~ sucked into space. The othal three aimed their orenade rifles at the caNtain and fired. The arenades mide a laud explosion byt tiey were only stun greRades..

The led tech hid Stan a6d himself in coffins. so they would not be killed if they were thought to be dead. The computer‑tech was shocked at the ship s being penetrated so easily, and fainted. The ennineer did his b6st to stabilize the ship, but he could only do so for a few seconds each minute.

Roger ran to the enlpineering room, and almost got his head blown off by Darron: R

Roger convinced the engiReer to put plenty of explosives in the hanqer. iust in Use the pirates wanted to board through the‑hahgbr. It took them a while. but they loaded the hanger full. Anyone not knowing about the explosives would be history.

The pirates sealed the bridge and captured the crew that

remained on the bridae. The pirates then had access to the

computers

Roper Gent into the computer room and disabled

itq it collsobe Mad at a later time. Since Shawn had

fainted Roger brought him into the sickbay and found that

Trevor had"disappeared. He left the computer‑tech alone in

the lab. Roger returned to the engineer, and they planned to

hold off the pirates.

The pirates on the bridge opened the hanger door and were getting ready to let MR corvotte‑class crafts in. but the mining vessel took up too much room. The pirates then disengaged from the ships and entered the hanger in space suits. About +ourty pirates entered when one‑of them set off the explosives.

Roper was monitorino what he could of the hanger, and he told DaFron .,"You can scFatch fifty pirates; they just bought the farm.''

Darron replied "Well, I guess they have about twenty more or so.''

The two of them lauphed a little. but then realized that the pirates had five impBrtant hostages.

Roper said, "You know, the only'three that can pilot this vesisel are up there, and the only liquid‑space battle‑tach is up there.''


Darron waited a second then said Don't worry
we got

them

an the run 
we just wiped out moA. than half mi them.''


A few minutes later a microphone came on, and the

pirates an the bridge said, "Okay

you humans. I will kill

one of these hosta as every

Mte;n minutes uhtil we just

blow the ship apart unless

you surrender now.''

Roger knew that the intercom was met to listen to anvthina said anywhere,,so,he replied, "Okay., 1 am the ouly one left, 1 will surr de . I am coming up there now.

Darron was about to say something. bGt Roger Rut his hand over his mouth. Roper than got together in HE launcher and about 1000 fire pillg, and then he got his M‑60 rifle.

Roger trotted throunh the halls. ready to see some pirates jump out at any minute. Two did but Roger didn't give thel a second thobqht. He gunned tke two down then burned them as he ran pAst them , He built up plenty of speed in the hallway leading to the bridqe doorway and fried it as he did a somersault through it. His extraordinary reflexes allowed him to gun down six pirates who were holdinq hostages near or in front of them. He moved toward a computer console that would temporarily shield him from the remaining six Virates. He yelled to, them to surrendardut they just


aughed.

He picked two of them off quic
but thl leader

shofl Nicole before he could kill him. Nicole fell to the

floor lazily. as she resisted the shock.
ACE turned an his

guard and Backed him across the helmet.
The helmet split,

sending both the guard"s and ACE's blood everywhere.
ACE '

screamed in agonV as he jumped toward the pilots seat

Roger

shot some more pirates aa they turned to alln down ACE:

The

one remainig pirate threw a grenade towards Roger, but his;

reflexes weFe so quick that he caumht it and threw it into

the hallway before it detonated.


Roger stepped closer to the pirate and stuck the rifle

into

his face plate as he started firing
The pirate's

brains spread

all over the wall behind hi , and Roper had to

be stopped by

John. Roger bent over and cried at Nicole's

side, then she sat up and put her head on his shoulder.


Roger lifted her up ann ran as fast as he could to the sickbay. When he got there she had bled all over his uniform, and she left a trail of blood from the bridge. Trevor was disgusted, but he preped as fast as he could in order to save her.

.Roger ran back to the bridge and saw that ACE had regained control and was piloting the ship away from the wreck on the rock. Romer yelle.d.‑M01" and jumped into his seat and started firing at. the Frigate. Seconds later the FriQate was a mass of malting metal. with many small ships Ue6inq it. He took careful aim, and the ships were turned


yarticies smaller than grains of sand.



he Capricorn stopped jGst short of the Zentrad galaxy

i0torder for everyone to get their heads togepher. The

Captain ordered ACE to We Stan's place again, and Lysa to

become pilot anain. He then called Trevor‑and asked him for

the stats on Nicole. The doctor told the captain that she

would live. but she wouldn't be able to be up on the bridge

for a few days.,

Mutiny 13


ACE told the captain that he wanted to pilot., but the

captain denied him. ACE then told the captain that he would

leave now if he weren't the pilot. Steiner grabbed his

blaster and threatened to shout ACE here on the spot if he

threatened to back out now. Since Roger still had the M‑60

on the bridge he said

If you shoot ACE, I will maw vou

clown John. . I mean it!

If ACE had been piloting before, we

woulon't have been in this mess.''

John turned in surprise and said. "So ahead. You wouldn't dare; you want this ship after I die, and you won't get it if you kill me."

Roger mat back in his chair. He knew it was true, and he threw the aun to the floor. The Captain told ACE to sit, but ACE startid for the door. When Romer saw that Steiner was going to shoot ACE in the back. Royer dove in front.

The blast was quick. and Romek ablorbed it. ACE turned around iust in time to catch Rogir falling to the floor. ACE xelled ‑.‑"See what you did, you stubborn old dude7 You shot

oger; he just saved vour'ahst and then you shot him.~ ACE got to his'feet, and lumped a Steiner but Steiner shot him in flight. ACE'wasn't stopped, and he docked Steiner in the head with his hurt hand. The captain fell to the floor. but he still had the blaster, and before ACE could do anything, John fired. ACE fell to the ground and rolled out of Steiner's view.

Kysa had been ACE's lover, so she picked up a piece of metal that had been loosened in the ramming and knocked John over the head. Blood poured from his mouth and eyes as he slumped over. ACE got up cautiously, and limped over to L‑sa. He held her in his arms and kissed her. He thanked hir, then he returned to Roger. He told Roger, YYoupre now the captain kid." But RogeP was already unconscious. ACE dragged Roger to the sick6ay then went 110k to the bridge and dove‑the ship into linuid‑space,

ACE told Lysa to bring Steiner to the han er. He said., "I will eject him into liquid‑space, so get out of there Mbe you seal it up 11

She nodded and dragged him to the hanger. On the wav John awakened and tossea‑her into a wall, But before he MAIC‑1 react bVicking her she knocked him over and ran through the hal . a ohn fell to the floor then fell unconscious.

Lysa ran as fast as she could to the bridge. She ran into Shawn who was repairing some computer pieces that Roger destroyed. Shawn was startled, and he ran with her to the bridge.

ACE was moving the ship into the Zentrad Galaxy when the two arrived, and hi stopped what he was doing and grabbed a L'laster Mat he haa put on his console.

The Duel 14

